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TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2022

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. SEWELL).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 15, 2022.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TERRI A.
SEWELL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 10, 2022, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50
p.m.

———
RECOGNIZING DR. NGOZI EZIKE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. FOSTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Dr. Ngozi Ezike, a
dedicated public servant whose last day
as director of the Illinois Department
of Public Health was yesterday.

For the past 3 years, Dr. Ezike
worked tirelessly to protect the health
and well-being of the people of Illinois,
including leading our State’s public

health response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In spite of historic challenges,
she remained dedicated to her job and
making sure that the people of Illinois
always had the most accurate informa-
tion about how to best protect them-
selves and their families.

Amid an onslaught of social media
misinformation and conspiracy theo-
ries, Dr. Ezike helped make sure that
Illinois’ COVID response operated in
reality and was grounded in science.
She always made sure that the sci-
entists and public health experts were
heard by our elected officials.

Dr. Ezike is a trailblazer—not only
because she was Illinois’ first Black
woman to serve as the director of the
department of public health but be-
cause she was called to lead a State-
wide public health response to an un-
precedented pandemic, and she did not
blink.

There is no doubt that her work
helped save lives in Illinois. So on be-
half of the people of our State, I thank
Dr. Ezike for her service, and I wish
her nothing but the best in whatever
she decides to do next.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS: CLEAN DRINKING WATER

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, for
decades the city of Joliet has lived
under the threat of unsafe drinking
water from lead pipes used in service
lines to individual homes. In recent
years, the lowering of the water tables
has threatened even the Ilong-term
availability of drinking water to Jo-
liet, and that is why I am so proud that
the Federal omnibus recently passed by
Congress included $3.5 million for the
city of Joliet to help tap into Lake
Michigan as the primary source of
drinking water and to accelerate the
replacement of 1lead service lines,
thereby helping to secure clean and
safe drinking water for the entire Jo-
liet community for decades to come.

Altogether, our office secured nearly
$19 million for very worthwhile
projects in Illinois’ 11th District that

will benefit our entire community, and
this will be taxpayer money well spent.
COMMUNITY PROJECTS: STEPPING STONES

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, for
decades substance abuse disorder has
torn apart families in Will County and
around the country. Often families
with young children had nowhere to
turn to. That is why I am so proud that
the Federal omnibus recently passed by
Congress included $2 million for Step-
ping Stones—a nonprofit that provides
clinical services and recovery support
for those seeking treatment for sub-
stance use disorders so that they can
build new housing units for women
seeking treatment.

Altogether, our office secured nearly
$19 million for very worthwhile
projects in Illinois’ 11th District that
will benefit our entire community, and
this will be taxpayer money well spent.

COMMUNITY PROJECTS: AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, for
decades, Will County has grappled with
issues of affordable housing, an issue
that has become more and more impor-
tant in communities large and small
across our country.

That is why I am so proud that the
Federal omnibus recently passed by
Congress included $3 million for the
Housing Authority of Joliet to help
turn a shuttered golf course into qual-
ity, affordable housing for hardworking
families who deserve access to the
dream of homeownership.

Altogether, our office secured nearly
$19 million for very worthwhile
projects in Illinois’ 11th District that
will benefit our entire community, and
this will be taxpayer money well spent.
COMMUNITY PROJECTS: THE OLD JOLIET PRISON

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, for
decades the Old Joliet Prison has
served as the backdrop of Hollywood
movies like ‘“The Blues Brothers” and
hit TV shows like ‘““Prison Break.” But
years of neglect have left the site un-
safe and closed to visitors.
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